








Farrowing crates cause the greatest degree 
of confinement of farmed animals of any 
system in the UK and European Union. Each 
crate measures approximately 198cm x 60cm 
x 60cm with a footfall (area) of 1.23m.

ThThis means that the sow is able to stand up 
and lie down, but is unable to turn around or 
move freely to explore her environment. In 
the UK, 60% of breeding sows are kept in 
crates, meaning over 200,000 sows are 
confined in this way. 

SSows are crated one week prior to farrowing 
up until weaning, meaning they are typically 
crated for a five-week period. Given that 
sows produce 2.3 litters per year, this means 
that the typical sow spends 80 days each 
year, or 22% of her adult breeding life, 
confined in farrowing crates.

Commit to a fixed 
and fair phase out 
period of the use of 
farrowing crates for 
sows and gilts in the 
UK, with ongoing 
transitional support 
fofor farmers during 
the phase out 
period.





The absence of a mandatory method of 
production labelling system in the UK can 
lead to frustration and confusion for British 
consumers. 

Over 80% of UK consumers have expressed a 
preference for methods of productions to be 
labelled clearly on animal products. 

ThThe system has been tried and tested with 
eggs, and proven to drive consumer 
behaviour towards higher welfare systems.

A recent poll showed that two in three (64%) 
2019 Conservative voters would support the 
introduction of a mandatory animal welfare 
labelling system.

SSource: Opinium Poll Ref: OP23970, June 2023 
 

Introduce 
mandatory animal 
welfare labelling on 
all meat products 
for human 
consumption. 






